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JOHANN GOTTLOB AITNOLD: Unveilj.-ng -of i:,-Laque*E 
eggz

As we stanrl at ti:is grave, the last resting place
of the ancestor of many, lf not all of you, we art
reminded by thi.s tombstone:

Here rests in God
JOHANN GOTTLO&T ARilOLD

born the 14th Aprt1 1822 - iiied the 14th Aprtl 1892
Philippians 1r21t For to loer to lire ie Chrlst and

to die is gairi.
May his ashes rest in peacet

We recall-, in this moment of remanbrance, a few
salient features of his Iife in Australla. ClottLob
anrived on December B, 1848, on the ship rAlfred!,
as the first of the Arnold brothers to erigrato.
On October 21, 1851, he was narried a.t Langneil by
Pastor A. L. C. Kave1 to Johanna Sophl-a Mic&e1 (aLso
known as llanschk).. Their nine children grew up l-n
the home that they occupied at Gnadenfret, a houe
until 1BB?. During his three-year stay at WaLLa
!'Js11a the Lord call-ed home his bel-oved" wife, and
for two .year6r as a wi,dower, he livetl with his son
Gottfried ab Angas Va11ey. Here he has found his
last resting-place. And as we again read the .--,.:,

inscription, we bee how l-iterally the words of the
psal-rnist were fulfil-led in his llfe: rfhe l-ength of
our days is seventy yearsr - exactJ-y the rthree
score years and tenr !

Vie take to heart the words inscribed on this tomb-
stone. If they were not Gottlobrs own choico - and
they may well have.been his choice -, they were
inscribecl there by his famiJ-y as recording hls and
their confident trust and hope: Phlllppiane 1r21 -rFor to mef to live is Christ and to die ls galnr
In the original German wording of Lutherrs tranei
lation, with whtch Gottl-ob wlIl- have been most fan-jl1ar, it is perhatr)s even nore expressive, sayingtrChrist is ny life, and dying ls ny gainr.

:

l
i

i':

il

ii,'
ii:,
il
il,
rl;t'
ij
ii
tlI
i1
ll
ti
Il

i l'-.1



\!:

There ls no doubt where Gottl-ob Arnol-dre hope
and expectation for the future lay. Ee knewi
rWhether we Live or dier we are the Lordrsr. He
knews rYour life is now hidden with Chriet f-n Gsd'
$lhen Chri.st, who is your life appears, then you
wtIl also appear with him ln glory!. This is
what the inscription on his tombstone would say
to yous as his childrente children, as the baeis
for your l-tfe in the present, and for your expact-
ation for the future.

It nay have been at his funeral - it will- cer;
talnly siII have been at funerals that he attended -
that a teasured, hymn, based on these wordsr was
sungo We offer it ag part of our memorJ-a1 today:

For ne to live is Jesusl
To die is gain f or uce I

Then whensoe I er I{e pleases
I meet death wil1ing1Y.

Eor Christ, nY Lord and brother,
I feave thLs 'rorld so dint

And glad1Y seek that other
Where I shall be with Hiro.

My woe{hre nearly overl
Though long and dark the road;

My sin His merLte cover,
And f have peace with Clod.

Ih my last hour, O grant ne
To slumber soft and stiIlt

No doubts to vex and haunt met
Safe'andhored on Thy wi1L.

So l-et re, t
Through al

Then fal1 as
And wake i

hee cleavtng
eath I s agony,
p believing,
eaven rrrith Thee.
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DINDI CATTO}tr

BLEST and dedicate. be this memortal plaque
o 86 I memorJ.al to the goodness and merey of the

Lord. our God who protected Johann Gottlob
Arno1d as he Sourneyed on the rAl-fredll r and
blessed hi-m and his wife Johanna Sophla aa'they
established their home ia Gnadenfrei, and sue-
taipefjTo the end of, hie days ln Angas Val1ey,

.ttat.'and-.ftiven htra hts lact resting'-place hersi
*aad . ae a'bilbute of Lotenby hte deeoendants for the
etfet'n faith and piety in'which he L!-ved his life on

earth, and wtth whtch he hae $iren aR examplo
to the generatione that follow hin.

IN THE NAME of the ttsther and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirlt. AEen.

Let us pray.

Atnen.

;

ALI{IG}ITY GODr ileavenlY Fatherr you have bleesed our
ancestral parents and us , their chlldrenr s children
with aLL good thlngs tha t are ne eded for the rvelfar e

of our body and souI. IIeIP us to reallse that wo are
not worthy of the least of all Your rnercles and of all
your fatthful-ness. Be pleased, we PraY, to ac c ept

of ourthe thankfulness o f our hearts and the Pra)'er
ltps on this famllY day of thanksgivlng as vre saY l-n 
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