
Uni-t 24/ 7 Sommer Pl-ace.
}asadena, 5042.

Dear i{rs lowers,
lierewith f am repl;ring to your letter of 4th inst. and sup-plyihg a resume of the article in German enclosed. in your letter.
The enclosed German article is a brief aceount of the cominE

to South Ausbralia of the first (t'alten"= old. or first) lutherfns.
fhe account includ.es the reason(s) for their coming. It mentione
elso the lead.ing persons connecte& with that first-little band- of
faithful Lutheran immigrants.

i d.o not know the
obtained. his informa
similar account in t
Jivange lcial L,utheran
complying wlth your
the German article,
the book mentioned. a

source(s) from which the author of the article
tion. flhe fact is that there is a very
he fi-rst two chapters of the book 'rrhe United"
Church in Australia", published in 1958. In

wishes, namely, to give tra general detailr' ofI am herewith supplying you with excerpts from
bove.

1-). 'Ihe German article deals with the #f,migration of "Altlutheranor"(first Lutl:.eranst') in the years 1815-1854.- In those years ,7SSpersons i6rigrate&: +369 tb americi, 1+19-to-souirr-A,rirt"a1i6 . af /*e*
total numbor 12+1 were from Silesia, othe:es were frori Brand-enburgr
Posen, Saxonyo Pommerania.

2)'Ihe reason (s) for these f,utheran people to J&r,igrate to South
Australia. fhe first German lutheranso und.er the leadership of
their faithful pastor, August Lud.wig Kavel, emigrated" to .australj.a
in 1818 because of severe religious perseufuion{/tn Prussia (K1em-
ziB, near Zuellichau). thj,s persecution of lutilerans was the aut-
come of the Union of the lteformed Church ancl the lutheran Ctirurch
brought about by the Prussian l(ing, f'ried.rich lrlilholm 4{I.

When the l'in$ of Prussia brought about this Union it appeared,
at firstr 8s ttf, the lutherans would. meekly yield to it. fn fair-
ness to King I'ri'ed.rich Wilhelm ffl it must bo said. that he was a
rrery pi"ous Ci:ristian and that it was his oonvietion that the union
be$ween the two Protestant Churches would bo a very powerful factor
in the promotion of the splritual revivel whihh was beginning to
blossom in Germsny after the N'apoleoni_c wars. fhe King was d.eter-
mined. to bring about the Union at al-I costs.

A new Church Book (aftsr Service Book) was compiled by the King
and. his spiritual ad"visersi it sought to effect a compromise be-
tween thetvo Churches. fhis book led. to open, though passiveo
resistance. It was dec.reed that on Juns 25t ffiT}, in all churshesf
of the land. troly Cornmunj-on be celebrated" aicording to the ord.er
provi-d"ed" in the new Uh,-urch Book, Almost universally the d.ecree
was obeyed, but not quite. God. had. preparod. Hi-s champi-ono Johann
Gottfried. Scheibelo lrofessor of fheology_-at the University of
Breslau, to contend. for the I'aibh of the I'athers. Dr.Sicheibel was
weJjl eguipped. for the attack upon fhe Union, the d"angers of which
he clearly discerned.. [he fight cost him all his honoursr.income,
and. offices, etren that of the ministry, and. brought him nothing but
esl1e in return. But hj-s fight to rescue the l,utheran Church in
Prussia continued". lte earnes'bly and. incessantly petitioned the
King (a ) f or permission to c elebrate lloly Commuuion once j-n a while
witfi his congregation accord.ins to the oJ.d Wittenberg Ord"er; (b)
for an i-nd"ependent lutheran Citurch in ?russia -- but all- of no
avail. It j-s j.nteresting to note that Professor $cheibels writings
were responsi-ble for Sastor Kavel leaving the Union; and" that the
second Lutheran Pastor to come to South Australia, Pastor I'rj-tzsche,
when a *ud.entr sat at the feet of Prof . $cheibel.

Prof . Seheibelts ste€d.fastness mad.e others stead.fast. Among them
were ProfeBsor Steffens, the Phllosopher, Professor Huschke, the
lawyern and. n:ay others.
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Placesrwhere confessors stood. boJ-d.ly for the Lutheran cause, a"t:

tracted. streams of faithful lutherans from far and. oosf,, who sought
gpiritual ministrations according to the pure Word and $acraments.
increasing tyranny ekercised in d.eposing pastors and depriving the
faithful 6f tfreir- churches and. parsonageso teft no atrternative but
to assemblo for wnrship in homes, cellars, barns, forests and. quar*
ries. fhe fictelity of t]:ei-r convictions was sevenely tested.

As the persecution continued., thought.s of emigration entered. the
mind.s of the viotims. Howevorr.in eonsidering the p{'os and. cons of
such a course were-we*ghed*, even by the early secret synods of
151r, the faithful ad.l:er.ed *o the sayingi'l$tq.belj-eveth fleeth nott'.
Eui-in the cour$e of time one group bf iOOO d.id emigrate to America.

'rt'hat gbout Australia? Who would' have thought of it? Those who
later did 'come to Australia acclaimed- it a wonderflul d-ispensation
of God- to have conduct,ed. them to these distant shores.

i It was Pastor August lud-wig Kavel who played. a very "'importantt part j-n the emigration of the fi::st lutherans to South Australia.
,t iie ,as ord.ained""as pastor in 1826. He wa$ i-nducted as-.pastor in
R the AleryzignChurch.- (N9te: pictures of ttre church in Klemzig more
\{ than 1}O yebrs ago and those taken quibe recentlyr-show thqt out-\ wardly the church buildins has changed- very litt1e). At the

ind.uclion of Pastor Kavel the notorious Union Chureh Book was umed.
Unless they accepted it, csrnd"id.ates of theology could. not hope to
gain office, -

In the early year$ of -his ministry at ft1emzig, Pastor Kavel read.
the writi-ngs o? Srof . Scheibel. In Janualyr 1Q55, !g tendered his
letter of resignation from the Union Church. 'Ihe chief reasons he
Save were that-the Union bred. and. fostered.'indifference f,o import*
ant articles of faith" and that pastors were not pledged tn any
d.octrinal basis. On xaster l'lond-ay he preached his farewe11. sermon.
?astor Kavel obtained membership.and. also ord.inaf,ion in the Xutheran
Church.i-n. ?osen. From here he sti1l ministerod. to his faithful
flock in .rrtemzig. His lutheran Church at Klemzi$ had ilr the mean
time been taken-forcefully by the Unj-on Church. For cond.ucting
services in cottages and iorests in and" near hlemzig he.ald. mombers
of his fsithful small flock were punished. Now the deeision to
ernigrate'"matured and. Fast.or'Kave1 fully approved of, it.

Preparations to emigrate:
fn Octobero 15150 Kavel informed the KlnS that he and. his flock

had. resolved. to learie the fatherland in 1956.'rWo feel constrained
to emigrate rather than d"eny our fa j-th. " Permission to leave the
fatherland. was refused",

Bnquires were now made to ascertain the prospect$ of settling
in $outhern Russia.

Iiarly in 1956 Yravel vuas sent to Hamburg=wi_t_h a view to arrahge
an emigbation to America. Unsuccessful. In HambuTS hiq attention
was d.i;eeted. to a wealthy }hilanthropist in Englandrlfr George T.ife
ing-as. Kavel journeydd- to lond.on6[. Angas proved to be God.'s
agent for the deliverance of Havel-and his faithful flock. Angas
pointed and paved. the way to liverty of conscience. The meeting of
ingas and Kavel .rnras the beginning of a lasting friendship fraught
wif,fr blessing. Witfr Flaxman, his secretary, agt;ing as_interpretert
Angas had" tiile to listen to fiaveL's plead.ing. l,ittle pleading is
requlred. tr'orgtng of plans commenced forthwith,

]n Klemzig preparations bogan" lroperties were sold, _cases
packed., Bibler-Calechism, books of devotion, the unwieldly old-
breslar; Hymn Book naturaily were included. A contract was macle with
the boatmbn plying their tiad"e on the River Od.er.'Iheir huge barges
were to provi-de tfie transport to Hamburg. June I was the d.ay fi-xed"
for the d.eparture. On throe large barges hund"re0s of lrutheran
emigrants were to set sail on their long journey to the opposite
side of the globe. Ilmotional atmosphere was intense. Mr Angas had.
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d"espatctred. the sailing vessel ttsarah[ to Haurbupg in good" time.
pastor liave1 intencled*-to join his flock in Ing)"and. jiverything
seemed to be perfectly. orsanized and. religious liberty assured. at
last. But alasl God"'Ahour had not yet come. A further testing
time of two years to the very d.ay was in store.

Obstacles. 'I.he Frunsian Government refused. to grant l)a,sses.
"l'io*ffiffiEtTon and no tolerationfi

Petitionso many in numberr were made in writing and
by specially selected d.eputations.. All in .vain.

Final1y, when f,hs lutherans had decid-ed. against
accepting an offer from tlne Azar of Rpssia of availablo land for
them to [ettle, the German Governmentiilade the issuing of_pastports
depend"ent on a-pastor of thejr faith'to accompany them. This Kave]
wai onl;r too willi-ng to d.o. Now they had" to produco documentary
evidence pr.ovin6 that they would- be received. and. given an oppor-
tunity bS'-makin[ a living ln Australia. [hrough Mr Angas thj-s was
supplied.. Finally, at tEe end. of 1817, all obstacles seemed.
.delinitely to have'been removed.. But now a new dj.fficulty cropped
up in nngiand.. In the meantime the finances of the South Australia
Company doteriorated., and. Angas therefore could. not induce his
company to finance the Lutheran emigrationr-_ 0p1y as passensers
wouJ-d. tUey convey them. The generosity of I{r Angas would. not and.
d"id. not fail them. His d.iary contains the record" of a mental con-
flict:"t'The matter (namely, helping the lutherans) weighed heavilV
upon me. I ruas unable to-soe my way clearly. In my rlind a battle
raged between duty and the fear of loss. I cqst myself, upon tho
f,ord and retired to rest." Next morningo within two hourso he had
dictated" g6 Ilaxman the finistred Flan for the transport of the
Lutheran to Australid.. The path to the pronised land was openr

[he two-year period of waitins was not devoid of blessing. Dor
the lutherans lt-was a time of eontempletion, humiliation, pro*
bation, and. refigious deepening.. Kavel used the tj-me well to
acquire a thoroufih knowledge of*the Inglish langua$e. fhj-q was of
real benef it to his people in Au:;tra1ia. -

lhe Prussian Gooernment regarded. the wholepmigrati.on movement
as the work of wieked- deceivers and" cross-gra'i-ned extremists.

On Jul-y 6 the travellers embarked. Up July I a steamer,.-'towed
the "rrince ueorgetr out of the baabour. [he steamer was towi*g ?
second. ship, the-fre{ghter t'Bengali,a'r,'but the cable parted and. it
was left Uenina. [hiiteen of the K]emzig fol& were quartered"
aboard. the ttB6ngaliat'. On the 1?frln d.ay of their departure the
t,ljrince George"-anchored off Plymouth. Here they were joiled by
their spiritual fabhero Pastor KaveL. Great was the ioy of re-
uniorr. 

* [he vofl6fie to Lusi;ra]ia was r otr the whole o fairly comf ort-
ablo. On vct.- 14 they sighted. the Western Australia coast for the
first time. On Nov. 18 they sailed along Kangoroo Islaznd. .6nd.

on $und.ay, Nov. z0th they anchored. off Port Ad-elaid.e. [he freighter
I'Bengaliaithsd. arrived two days previo<usIy.
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